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cient to prevent the formation of sludge deposits, and it was manifestly more expensive to remove this sludge from the sewers than from, catchbasms. This experience was gained in days when the pavements of American streets were crude and little attention was paid to keeping them clean. The sewers themselves were not laid with the present regard for self-cleansing velocities Under such conditions it was but natural that catchbasms should find more favor than they do at the present time. Durable pavements, more efficient street cleaning, and sewers laid on steeper slopes have reduced the need for such special structures to a few situations The following quotations show the trend of opinion at the present time
"We are also of the opinion that the inlets should not bo provided with catchbasms to retain the filth or whatever may be washed into thorn. The object of such basins is to intercept heavy matter and periodically cart it away, instead of allowing it to reach the drains and there to deposit. Catchbasms, even after the sewage flow no longer exists in the gutters, are still apt to get foul because of the organic matter washed from the street. Such foulness IB less offensive in the drams than m the catchbasma which are situated at the sidewalk and where it is much more likely to bo observed. Also, it is found impracticable to intercept all matter in the catchbasms which would deposit in the drams after they reached the flat grade in the lower part of your city The cleaning of the drama would, therefore, be necessary m any event, and the additional amount of filth that would otherwise be intercepted by the catohbasins, will not cost much raoro to remove a
Theoretically desirable, catchbasins are, in reality, among the most useless devices employed for the removal of solid material from sewage. They are generally ineffective because they are not cleaned with sufficient frequency to enable them to serve as traps It seems impracticable to keep them clean. To maintain catchbasins m serviceable condition requires much hand labor, and this is costly. The work is usually earned on to the annoyance of pedestrians and householders. Some sewerage systems are without catchbasms and then elimination, as a general procedure, is much to be desired 2
That the sewers built by the Commission might become at once offoe-tive m providing for the disposal of storm water and thus fully useful at as early a date as possible, the Commission has built 225 Htorm-wator inlets, of which some have been in the form of catchbasins. Careful consideration was given to the desirability of building inlets rathor than catchbasiiiH, as has been the city's custom for many years. It was felt, however, that in this climate it was unwise to provide pools of water in which mosquitoes could breed, as in the case where catchbasms are built, and further that under existing conditions the catchbasms, for the detention of detritus, were not necessary m most cases. It was also found that it was already tho
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